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Internet access in India has
crossed 50-crore milestone

54 Crore Qut Of The Total 56 Crore (Or 96%) Online
Connections In The Country Are Via Mobile Phones
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INDIA ON THE SUPERHIGHWAY

TOTAL NO. OF TOP 5 STATES (All figures in crore, March 2016 - Sept 018)
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Comparatively, there were
just 34 crore connections as of
March 31, 2016, which in-
creased to 42 crore by March
31, 2017, By March 31, 2018, the
total number of internet con-
nections stood at 49 crore. That
number increased to 51 crore
internet connections at the end
of June this year before the
figure touched 56 crore as of
September 30, 2018.

In December 2015, Union
telecom minister Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad had said: “My
plan is to make 50 crore inter-
net connections in India by
2018... I'm convinced that in
the coming 2-3 years, India
will become equal to China as
an I'T market of the world.”

Of the 56 crore connec-
tions, 64%, or 36 crore, are in
the urban areas and 36%, or
19.4 crore, in the rural areas.
While more service provid-
ers are focusing on rural ar-
eas, experts credit the in-
crease in the hinterland to
the infrastructure created by
the government. The massive
growth in urban centres on
the other hand is attributed
to the entry of Reliance Jio.
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via mobile phones and the
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 The growth in rural internet access is
. attributed to improved infrastructure,
while the urban growth in connections is

ages connecting all gram
panchayats with internet
through an optical fibre net-
work must be seen as crucial
for the rural connections.”
Just five states — Karna-
taka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh (including Telan-
gana), Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra — account for 20

linked to the entry of Reliance Jio

crore or 36% of all internet
connections in India.

Compared to 2016, Karna-
taka reported a 58% growth
in the number of internet
connections, while the same
was 45% for Tamil Nadu, 76%
for Andhra Pradesh, 56% for
Maharashtra and 70% for
Gujarat.

“The huge increase is
largely because of Jio. While
BharatNet has created the
infrastructure, the actual
number of people using it is
not much given that most
subscribers have wireless
connections,” Aravind Ku-
mar, senior advisor, TRAI,
told TOL

Separate data from Trai
shows that as of June 30,
2018, Reliance Jio was way
ahead of all the other players
in terms of market share,
with state-run BSNL at the
fifth spot. Sources in Trai
said the same internet ser-
vice providers continued to
hold the top five positions.

Boosting rural connectiv-
ity, the Centre's BharatNet
project has so far connected
1.1 lakh gram panchayats
(GPs)with internet through
a network of optical fibre
cable. Of the states, UP has
the maximum GPs connected
(27,940), followed by Maha-
rashtra (15,126) and Madhya
Pradesh (12,689).





